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Elspeth Lewis
Headteacher

Post 16 provision at King Henry VIII School is of a high standard. The record of success over recent 
years has been very good and last year the number of students gaining the level 3 threshold was 
extremely pleasing at 100%, with 10.5% of students gaining 3A*-A. As a result a high proportion 

of our students gained entry onto degree courses.

One of the key features at King Henry VIII School is that we ensure every student gets the best 
possible opportunities and education. Learning is at the heart of all we do: through high quality 
teaching we ensure every student’s talents and abilities are catered for allowing them to excel 
academically but also develop skills that allow them to become more independent in their      

learning and prepare them for life beyond school.

The school is recognised as having a very positive ethos with a strong sense of purpose that    
maintains and promotes a safe and caring attitude based on mutual respect between all members 
of the school community. We endeavour to develop responsible young citizens that show respect 

for themselves, others and the local and global community.

This prospectus gives an overview of our post 16 provision. I trust that you find this information 
useful however if you have any further questions please do hesitate to contact the school.



In choosing to study in the Sixth Form you are making 
a considerable commitment and investment in your 

future. It is an undertaking that we take seriously at 
King Henry VIII School. We pledge to match your 

efforts with our expertise and commitment to ensure 
that your experience as a Sixth Form student enables 

you to develop your potential to the full.  

This prospectus and accompanying information will 
tell you what you need to know about each subject, 

and also gives you an outline of our support and   
guidance programme.

It is vitally important that you choose a course that 
you want to do and which will provide an appropriate 

pathway towards your long term goals. Make sure, 
therefore, while you are making these choices you 

seek help and advice.  

Our Sixth Form has a long and prestigious past but it 
also looks forward to the future with confidence and 

a clear purpose.

Christopher Davis
Assistant Head and Post 16 Leader
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The majority of graduates of our Sixth Form go on to higher education, with 
over a third obtaining places at Sutton Trust 30 (formerly The Russell Group) 
universities annually. A proportion of those who go on study at other HE           
institutions do so in receipt of excellence scholarships and bursaries. The rest of 
our graduates either follow Network 75 courses, combining paid work with a 
university degree, secure higher level apprenticeships, enter the workplace or        
continue in further education.  As part of our induction process, we survey students 
to   ascertain which of the routes they intend to take so that we can tailor our support 
and guidance specifically to this ambition. Expert tuition is available to students who 
wish to take entrance exams for applications to Oxford or Cambridge.

Students and parents/carers should be aware that the post-compulsory educational process 
differs significantly from the compulsory. Whereas the compulsory phase terminates in 
general qualifications, the post-compulsory is assessed using advanced level qualifications.  
The level of commitment to one’s studies required to be successful is far greater as the               
assessments require a much higher level of subject specific expertise. For this reason, all post 16 
students will have study periods on their timetable in which they are expected to undertake further 
reading/research, consolidate their learning, etc. As our learners make the transition from being 
pupils to students, they increasingly make more productive use of these study periods which bodes 
well for higher education where the amount of contact time is significantly reduced compared to    
Sixth Form.

Our values as a Sixth Form at KHS are based around providing a 
student centred education in which our students can develop          
intellectually, morally and spiritually. As they make the transition from 
compulsory to post compulsory education, it is vital that they are 
encouraged to take ownership as they make the transition to             
adulthood.  We aim to create a challenging and yet caring environment 
in which this can take place.  

This study time allows them to take ownership of their studies but 
our learners are also expected to take ownership of the resources 
and facilities that are available to them. We have a resource area 
which is a silent working area which houses an ICT suite. Should 
students wish to undertake group work which requires             
discussion, they can book the video conferencing room. There 
is also a common room/coffee bar which accommodates 40 
students and a canteen in upper school which is shared with 

other year groups during break and lunch times. 

The choice of Learning Pathways in our Sixth Form is 
extensive so you need to be well informed. This book is 
part of an extensive programme of impartial advice 
and guidance which the school will offer to help you 

make the right choices. 

Time spent in the Sixth Form will be demanding, 
though offering you every opportunity to          
develop both academically and personally. The 
challenge is there for you to successfully 
follow the pathway of your choice, and so 
open the doors to the next stage of your 
career whether that is university, college 

or into employment.

GWELEDIGAETH A GWERTHOEDD

VISION AND
VALUES
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We aim to cater for everyone as an individual in the Sixth 
Form. We attempt, therefore, to find a pathway suited to 
both your interests and your academic ability. It is important 
students possess an acceptable attendance, punctuality and 
behaviour record as this will give them the best possible 
chance of success as they embark on the next stage of their 

learning.

Post 16 study is demanding and students will need to  
demonstrate their ability to cope with the course they are 
considering.  Students should discuss their options with 
subject staff of those subjects being considered for sixth form 
study. As part of the options process, all students applying to 
the sixth form will receive an interview the day after they 
receive their GCSE results in August. The focus of the             
interview is to reflect on students’ potential options and their 

commitment to sixth form study. 

As a guide, students would be expected to obtain grades    
A*- C at GCSE / BTEC L2 in the subject they wish to study at 
AS / BTEC L3, but students should confirm with their teacher 
the minimum grade required. In addition it is recommended 
that students need a Grade C or above in English Language 
and Maths or Maths Numeracy, however individual                

circumstances could be discussed. 

It is possible in some instances, to study a subject in Year 12 
and 13 that has not been studied in Key Stage 4. In these 
cases the overall GCSE performance of the student will be 
taken into account when deciding suitability for the course.

GOFRESTRU YN Y CHEWCHED DOSBARTH
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Y BROSES ÔL 16

THE POST
16 PROCESS

All current KHS Year 11 students are interviewed in the spring term 
to ascertain the courses in which they are interested and to provide 
them with impartial advice and guidance. 

The enrolment process takes place after students have received their 
GCSE results. They will be enrolled on to a number of Level 3 courses 
based on their GCSE performance. All students will follow the prestigious 
Advanced Welsh Baccalaureate qualification.

Each student is assigned an academic mentor (similar to a form tutor in the 
compulsory stage of education). The academic mentors provide advice and 
guidance with regards to target setting, study skills, future planning, monitoring 
performance, etc.

Mr Richard Gilson oversees destination planning, as well as providing extra guidance 
to More Able and Talented students.  Mr Gilson will introduce year 12 students to their 
Unifrog account in September, and they will then continue to add material to Unifrog 
and discuss this with their academic mentors over the course of their two years in the 
sixth form.

A university search tool which will create a shortlist of 
universities for the student based on their predicted 

grades/current performance. This shortlist sorts the          
universities into aspirational, solid and safe categories and 

gives the student greater access to information about each 
university and course on the shortlist.

An apprenticeships tool which will search for all of the                 
apprenticeships that are available.  This can be searched by       

geographical region, field of work, starting salary, etc.  It also 
includes the facility to apply from within Unifrog.

An Oxbridge tool which provides further information on the different 
colleges within Cambridge and Oxford universities for those applying to 

these universities.

Within each of these tools, there are further tools to aid the application such as 
a personal statement writing tool within the university tool and CV writing tool.  

A MOOC tool to give access to online courses relevant to their chosen degree 
course and A-Levels.

The students’ Unifrog account is linked to that of their academic mentor so 
that the mentor receives updates on any searches that the student has 

performed and this can facilitate more effective mentoring, advice and guidance 
when it comes to making those all-important next steps. In the first half term of 

year 12, students are made aware of their Minimum Target Grades, which are           
calculated for all secondary school sixth forms in Wales by the A-level Prediction 

System (ALPS), an external body that uses all past examination results from England and 
Wales. These are then used to inform the initial target setting process.

A review of students’ current performance against these targets takes place every half term 
in which academic mentors provide students with advice on how to improve. Mentors also 

liaise with subject departments with regards to offering the students further resources to         
facilitate this improvement.

Once students have completed their AS examinations (which contribute 40% to the overall grade), 
they register on the UCAS website and begin the initial phases of their application to higher                

education, or work with Careers Wales on applying for Higher Level apprenticeships or employment.
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Unifrog offers the following tools.



PROSES DERBYNIADAU I FYFYRWYR NEWYDD I'R YSGOL

ADMISSIONS PROCESS
FOR STUDENTS NEW
TO THE SCHOOL

Students not currently studying in Year 11 at King 
Henry VIII School are welcome to apply to join its 
Sixth Form. To express initial interest, students 
need simply to contact the school and register 
their details with the Post 16 leader. They will be 
asked their name, address, contact number and 
which school they currently attend. The student is 
not at this point making any commitment to     
joining the Sixth Form; they are simply obtaining 
more information. If a student is unable to attend 
the Post 16 Open evening they can contact the 
Post 16 Leader, Mr Davis to arrange a visit and tour 
of the school. 

Once they have registered their interest, and 
perhaps have an idea of the subjects they may 
wish to study, all they need do is focus on the 
GCSEs. After the examinations students will be 
expected to enrol into the Sixth Form the day after 
they receive their GCSE results.

There is no commitment made by the student or 
the school until enrolment details are finalised 
between both. 

At a time when more students of varying abilities 
are remaining within full-time education the 
efficiency of pastoral support and guidance within 
the 16-19 age group is becoming increasingly 
important. The Sixth Form pastoral team includes 
many experienced Academic Mentors. The Post 16 
Leader, the Post 16 MAT and Destinations leader 
and the Post 16 Wellbeing and Learning Support 
Officer operate an open access system, where 
students are always free to discuss worries and 
difficulties whether personal or academic.

The Sixth Form team, alongside academic mentors 
and subject teachers, monitor effort and current 
academic progress against ALPS minimum target 
grades every half term. Lesson attendance is also 
closely monitored.  Students performing below 
expected levels will be mentored to help them 
refocus on their studies.  Parents of any student 
giving cause for concern will be invited to a     
meeting to discuss the way forward. 

CYMORTH BUGEILIOL A CHANLLAWIAU

PASTORAL SUPPORT
AND GUIDANCE
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•  Interim reports giving professional predictions                     
    of final grade against target grades

• Progress and Performance Review lessons, in      
   which a student discusses predicted grades with  
   their mentor and makes action plans for                  
   improvement where necessary

•  A written report

• Parents’ Evening, where attendance of the           
   student and parents is highly advisable. This is an  
   opportunity to discuss current progress, targets  
   and concerns and is seen as a key element of our  
   support for students.



DEFNYDDIO ASTUDIAETH ANNIBYNNOL

USE OF 
INDEPENDENT
STUDY ARDAL ADNODDAU CHEWCHED DOSBARTH

SIXTH FORM
RESOURCE AREA

The most striking difference between a Year 12 and a Year 11 
timetable, apart from fewer subjects, is the fact that for the first 
time a Year 12 student will have time when he / she is not committed 
to a lesson and not expected to present him / herself to a teacher. This 
time is an opportunity not to be missed.

The ability to study independently is a necessity for success in an Advanced 
Level course. Students are given explanation and direction, and are then 
expected to work further on their own in order to consolidate what they have 
already learned or to find new, supplementary information. Therefore, they 
cannot afford to waste this ‘free-time’, as it is designed as an essential part of the 
course not as a rest period. Students will fail to fulfil their potential if they rely 
exclusively on work done in lesson time. They must quickly adapt, therefore, to the 
new regime and exploit it fully. Excellent study facilities are available, including the 
Sixth Form Resource Area.
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Students in Years 12 and 13 spend their study time in the Sixth 
Form Resource Area. This has many resources to offer a King Henry 

VIII student. These include:

A large seating area for individual study

Internet accessible computers

Pastoral Support to help and guide with independent research tasks 
set by their teachers 

Displays which inform students about University Open days, WBQ 
progress and UCAS application among other things.

BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE | DEWCH Â’CH DYFEISIAU PERSONOL.

Although we provide ICT resources in the Resource Area and 
classrooms, we also make provision for students who wish 
to bring their own tablets or notebooks into school, giving 
them access to a high speed wireless network.



DEWIS EICH LLWYBR YN Y CHWECHED DOSBARTH YN YBH

CHOOSING YOUR PATHWAY
IN THE SIXTH FORM AT KHS

Along with this brochure you will have a 
booklet detailing all the courses we offer and 
the entrance requirements for each course.

It is vital that students think carefully about 
what they wish to do prior to being interviewed 
in the spring term by one of our senior staff 
who will check that the student has thought 
carefully about how these choices will support 
their Learning Pathway on leaving school.  
These choices will affect the design of the post 
16 timetable which is completed in the summer 
term.

However your final choices are not made until 
post results day in August, and some students 
change their choices during the first few weeks 
of term. This is one of the most important 
choices you will make and we will do all we can 
to help you in this. 
 

LEVEL 3 PATHWAY

Sixth form students choose to study no more 
than 4 AS or BTEC subjects in Year 12. The 
majority of students will opt to take 3 A2 or 
BTEC subjects in Year 13.

All students have lessons across two years leading 
to a qualification known as the Skills Challenge 
Certificate. This is graded A*-E and attracts 
UCAS points in the same way as an A-level or 
BTEC

The Level 3 Welsh Baccalaureate is an overarching 
award given to students who gain at least two 
A-levels or BTECs, the Skills Challenge Certificate 
and who have achieved C or better in Maths and 
English at GCSE 

Some students also take GCSE Maths or English 
in order to get the C-grade needed for the Level 
3 Welsh Baccalaureate award

NORTH MONMOUTHSHIRE 
LEARNING NETWORK
A number of AS and A Level courses may be 
offered as part of the North Monmouthshire 
Learning Network.  These courses are offered 
in collaboration with our sister school, Monmouth 
Comprehensive.  Lessons may take place at 
either institution, taught by staff from both 
schools.  Courses are delivered through a 
combination of traditional face-to-face learning 
and self-study tutorials and are intended for 
enthusiastic, organised students well suited 
to a degree of independence in their learning.  
Subject leaders will be able to provide more 
detailed course specific information.
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KHS offers level 3 GCE A-level and BTEC courses 
along with the Welsh Baccalaureate Skills 
Challenge Certificate. We also offer re-sit 
opportunities for students who just missed 
gaining C-grades in Maths or English Language 
GCSE.

Students can choose to study a mixture of GCE 
and BTEC courses depending on their interests 
and preferred learning style.

We have a programme of events throughout 
year 11, beginning with short taster sessions in 
the autumn term and moving on to longer 
taster sessions in the spring term, and our 
Open evening at which parents and students 
can ask questions about the courses on offer.



BYWYD Y CHWECHED

SIXTH 
FORM LIFE

In addition to the academic curriculum 
students follow, the school offers a range of 
extra-curricular activities in which our students 
are encouraged to participate.  The vision that 
we hold as a post 16 team is that KHS becomes 
a Sixth Form that is run by the Sixth Form 
students affording them the opportunity to 
grow both as people as well as learners.

For this reason, we have a number of committees 
and societies that have been formed and run by 
the students.  

P.A.L.S

Students are given the opportunity to volunteer as 
PALS (Pupil Assistant Learning Supporters) in which 
students are assigned in pairs to Year 7 and 8 tutor 
groups. Their duties include giving social and 
academic advice to the younger students and        
generally offering them someone older who            
understands the school and the educational process.  
Mrs A Davies oversees the PALS.

POST 16 AMBASSADORS/
HOSPITALITY

Students are also given the opportunity to volunteer 
to represent the school at public events such as the 
Remembrance service, parents’ evenings, etc. These 
students are also used to take prospective students 
and candidates for interview on school tours. We 
also have a hospitality team made up of volunteers 
for such events.

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES
We have a number of student and some student and 
teacher run clubs and societies, all of which have 
been initiated by our students. This year, these 
include a debating society, a feminist society and a 
languages club.  The school has a strong tradition of 
sporting, musical and dramatic clubs and societies. 
We would expect post 16 students to play a leading 
role in these activities and opportunities.

PRE-UNIVERSITY CHALLENGE

The post 16 team host an annual competition 
between the tutor groups in the style of the TV 
programme, University Challenge. Members of tutor 
groups submit teams of four to compete against 
teams from other tutor groups in the style of the 
programme.

COMMUNITY LINKS

The sixth form have excellent links with the local 
community through Rotary Competitions,Abergavenny 
Civic Society and Monmouthshire Youth Council.

COMMITTEES

Our students are encouraged to participate in how 
all aspects of the Sixth Form are administered. 
Students can volunteer to sit on various committees 
in which they participate in the decision making 
process. Committees for the following purposes 
currently exist:

Negotiating with the catering provider about the 
menu in the new coffee bar

The redesigning of the school planner

The implementation of a KHS post 16 website

The planning of social events

16 17



PARATOI AR GYFER ADDYSG UWCH

PREPARATION FOR
HIGHER EDUCATION

The school runs a number of programmes in 
preparation for higher education. There is a 
general programme in which all our post 16 
learners participate but also a targeted 
programme for those intending to apply to the 
more competitive universities.

THE SEREN PROJECT

KHS is one of the schools and colleges on the steering 
group of The Seren Project. This project is funded by 
the Welsh Government and run by the Education 
Advisory Service (EAS) in collaboration with the 
Sutton Trust 30 group of universities. Its aim is to 
increase the number of A*/A grades and the number 
of successful applications to Sutton Trust 30              
universities from learners in south east Wales. The 
programme involves academic staff from these 
universities giving master classes in their academic 
subjects and offering specific support on the             
application process such as how to write an 
outstanding personal statement, advice on interviews 
and the aptitude tests.

Enrolment on to this project is administered by EAS 
based on GCSE results and the recommendation of 
the school/college. Any student who attains 6 or 
more A* grades at GCSE is automatically granted a 
place and any student who attains at least 5 A 
grades will be considered. However, there are a total 
of 250 places across the region. Successful                
applicants who complete the programme can list the 
project under the courses in preparation for higher 
education section of their UCAS application as UCAS 
have accredited it for this purpose. KHS currently has 
10 learners enrolled on the programme from our 
current Year 12.

Mr Richard Gilson oversees the Seren project within 
KHS.

THE KHS HONOURS PROGRAMME

The school also has its own in-house programme 
for its more able and talented post 16 students.  
The KHS Honours Programme is designed to 
enhance the learning of such students and to 
provide them with what the Sutton Trust 30 term 
super-curricular activities.

Increasingly, getting good A-Level results is           
insufficient to secure places in the most             
competitive universities so this programme is 
designed to provide these students with wider 
reading and university level modules in the 
subjects they intend to pursue at higher                
education. 

KHS GENERAL PREPARATION FOR 
HE PROGRAMME

All of our post 16 learners follow our in-house 
programme of activities in preparation for higher 
education. This includes:-

In the summer term, visiting speakers from 
Cardiff, Cardiff Metropolitan, Swansea, 
Aberystwyth, Bristol, Bath and Oxford          
universities attend the school as we start the 
UCAS application process.

AM guide students individually through their 
application for university, apprenticeship or 
employment, with specialist help available 
from the Post 16 MAT and Destinations          
coordinator.

Representatives from Student Finance Wales 
visit the school in the Spring term of Year 13 
to explain the process of applying for student 
finance.

An introduction to UCAS and the points tariff 
with every student completing a UCAS course 
search at the beginning of Year 12.

Academic staff from Aberystwyth University 
visit school in the first half term for a Taste of 
Higher Education day in which Year 11/12/13 
students sample university style teaching and 
are given the opportunity to hold discussions 
with the staff.

The University of South Wales visit school for 
an information session on their Network 75 
programme

Students attend the UCAS convention in 
Cardiff which is attended by all of the higher 
education providers in the UK.
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GYRFAOEDD

CAREERS

We actively encourage you to speak to your careers adviser as often as you 
feel is necessary during your Sixth Form studies, as this will help you with a 
number of important career related topics, e.g. The possibility of a Sixth Form 
work experience, applying to university via the UCAS system, Training and Modern 
Apprenticeship vacancies.

Our role in school also involves group talks on things like work experience, what to do 
after BTEC studies and applying to universities, etc. You will also have access to a variety 
of information which will include qualifications and training, different occupations and 
careers, local and national employment opportunities, further and higher education     
courses, graduate career prospects, student finance, taking a Gap Year and voluntary work.

As careers advisers we are there to help you during your time in the Sixth Form. Make the 
most of the services we provide by speaking to us as often as you feel necessary. 

All tuition, textbooks and printed material are provided by the school. 
In some subjects it may be suggested that you obtain further books of 

your own. Your parents will continue to receive child benefit while you 
are in the Sixth Form. We do have a school hardship fund, the Post 16 

Wellbeing and Learning Support officer can advise you on these matters.

The Foundation Governors welcome applications from students for support grants in 
order to support KHS students during their time at school and beyond.  Grants are 

available for students and ex-students under the age of 25.  Contact the Headteacher’s 
personal assistant, Mrs T Worthing for further information.

During your studies in the Sixth Form you will continue to 
have access to the services of Careers Wales, Gwent, who 
offer a comprehensive and impartial careers guidance,            
information and placing service.  Your Careers Wales adviser is 
Mrs Diana Macias.

As a Sixth Form student you will have the opportunity to access 
careers guidance from her. This can take place at any time to 
discuss your future career plans and will result in a professionally 
produced, Moving Forward Document (M.F.). Your M.F. will            
summarise what you plan to do after your Sixth Form studies, your 
long-term career goals and what you need to do to achieve these.

COST CHWECHED DOSBARTH ADDYSG

GRANTIAU BWRDD LLYWODRAETHWR SYLFAENOL

COST OF SIXTH
FORM EDUCATION

FOUNDATION GOVERNING
BODY GRANTS
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This allowance should not be confused with the Local Authority 
Maintenance Allowance, which is separate and remains available; 
students can apply for both.

The EMA is available to students in years 12 and 13. It is a weekly 
payment of £30, depending on household income.  Students can 
find a link to EMA Wales at www.studentfinancewales.co.uk.

The application form should be returned as soon as possible. If it 
is not received within 8 weeks of starting your course, students 
may lose out on back-dated EMA payments.

If students are entitled to an allowance, they will be notified by 
EMA Wales. Payments will be made fortnightly, directly into the 
student’s personal bank account. Students will be directed to 
complete EMA Agreements with the school which set out the 
conditions you need to meet in order to qualify for your 
payments. Students must satisfy attendance and progress targets 
in order to qualify for weekly payments. Parents and students will 
be notified of the criteria for authorisation of EMA payments once 
Learning Agreements have been signed.

The award of EMA is regulated by the Welsh Assembly                       
Government, the school simply administers the system by moni-
toring attendance and targets and by passing this information on 
to the WAG.

Any initial queries, however, may be addressed to the Post 16 
Wellbeing and Learning Support Officer who is based in the Sixth 
Form Resource Area.

LWFANSAU CYNNAL ADDYSG

EDUCATION MAINTENANCE
ALLOWANCES 
WELSH ASSEMBLY GOVERNMENT
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POBL ALLWEDDOL YN Y CHWECHED DOSBARTH

KEY PEOPLE IN THE
SIXTH FORM

CYLLID MYRFYRWYR CYMRU

STUDENT FINANCE
WALES

Assistant Head and Post 16 Leader

Post 16 MAT and Destinations Leader

Post 16 Wellbeing and Learning 
Support Officer

PALS coordinator

Careers Wales Adviser

Mr Christopher Davis

Mr Richard Gilson

Mrs Helen Williams

Mrs Ann Davies

Mrs Dianna Macias
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Student Finance Wales is the body that organises and disseminates 
all information about funding for Higher Education study. All details 
can be found at www.student�nancewales.co.uk

In addition, the school usually hosts an evening run by Student Finance 
Wales in the Spring term of each year to outline the �nance available to 
students wishing to go onto Higher Education. If you have any immediate 
questions please do not hesitate to contact the Post 16 Wellbeing and 
Learning Support O�cer.



KING HENRY VIII SCHOOL
YSGOL BRENIN HARRI’R VIII

Old Hereford Road 
Abergavenny 
Monmouthshire 
NP7 6EP 

Tel: 01873 735373 
Email: info@khs.schoolsedu.org.uk
www.kinghenryviiischool.co.uk
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